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Thousands Come to the CROSS in 2009!!
When God put it on Joe White’s heart to invite us to be a part of Men at the Cross, I had no idea what it would look like for a missionary evangelist to be serving in a men’s discipleship ministry.  I only knew that God was definitely leading me to serve alongside Joe and his team in calling men to the CROSS.  This past year was awesome as God continued to weave His Master thread through our lives and ministry.  He opened so many doors for us to share the gospel message of the CROSS, here in the U.S. and overseas. Over 1500 men made first time professions and over 3100 men re-dedicated their lives to follow Jesus Christ at our Men At The Cross conferences in the U.S.  Sarah, Ryan, Jeff Dyke (from Jacksonville), and I had the opportunity to share with over 5,000 people in Kenya.  We also were able to personally share with the former President of Kenya, Daniel Arap Moi.  Former President Moi invited us to return to Kenya in 2010 and conduct a Men At The Cross conference in Nairobi.  In addition to the Men At The Cross conferences, I also had the opportunity to share the call to the CROSS at several pastor/ministry leader conferences, other men’s conferences, and several men’s retreats. I have been so humbled by the opportunities God has given us to serve HIM!  None of it would be possible without the prayers and continued support so many of you have given over the past year.  Lori and I are very grateful for your partnership with us.  I know that 2009 was a tough year for most of us.  By early summer, our support level had dropped almost $2,000/month due to the economic crises and some of our dear ministry friends being called home by the Lord.  At one point, I looked at Lori and said “I’m not sure how we are going to make it!”- to which she replied, “Has God ever not provided for us?” I’m so thankful for the God-trusting wife God has given me.  The year is now over and God led us through each month. Has it been easy? No!  Have we had to adjust? Yes! But, we have lived each month trusting in God’s provision and HE IS FAITHFUL!! So as we head into 2010, remember that God is always faithful to provide for that which He has called us to do!  Nothing more-Nothing less!  Thanks again for your prayers and let us know how we can pray for you guys this year -  Have a great 2010!    
Thoughts from Lori
My thoughts for 2009 probably won’t sound much like the popular Christmas cards that arrive in our mailboxes this time of year.  Instead, I’ve chosen to be a little more brutally honest than expected-(although most of you probably expect brutal honesty from me anyway!) …  I was happy to see 2009 go!  Not because it was all bad- but because in between the many blessings we enjoyed, it was a really hard year!  It was full of hard changes and the Lord’s prying things from my hands that I too often cling to!  My precious daughter and friend, Sarah, moved away from home; my baby, Ellie, started kindergarten and left our nest empty during the day; and Doug’s traveling schedule has meant about 50% of his days on the road (or plane) and away from home. To sum it up…It was a very lonely year!!!  And yet I sensed while walking through it, that this was an “ordained” loneliness where God needed to teach me important lessons in solitude!  In retrospect, I wouldn’t trade those lonely times and the treasures I’ve found through them for anything!  As I sat and listened to Chuck Swindoll this morning, preaching on “Letting Go”, I realized that this has been the lesson of 2009 - Letting it go; laying it down; giving it up! And as 2010 begins, I find myself in a better place than I’ve ever been before- a place in which I pray to remain through out all of my years!  That place is a place of  trust!  I have no idea what 2010 holds for me or for us as a family- But I can trust that they lie safely in the hands of my trustworthy God!  He will direct; He will provide; He will sustain!

I’m not one for New Years resolutions.  Not that I don’t have some extra pounds that need to get permanently lost, or a home that needs some organizational skills to rescue it… But this year…I am resolved!  Resolved that I will trust God regardless of what He brings!  Resolved to release and to sacrifice all that I cling to apart from my love relationship with Jesus!  Resolved that I will decrease, so that He may increase!  May He be glorified in my life this year and for all the years to come!    ~Lori
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         A New Year’s Challenge
I know that at this time of year, many of us resolve to change something in our lives for the better.  We commit to exercise more, cut out bad foods or drinks, focus on more eternal things, etc. etc…you get the picture.  This year, I would like to challenge you to try something our family has been doing since early last year.  One of Russ’ professors at The Master’s College challenged the class to try his Bible Reading system.  Professor Horner has been reading the Bible this way for over 25 years. He said it is pretty challenging, but pouring the Word into your life everyday will change your life.  It has been a very rewarding experience for our whole family.  Lori said she has seen visible changes in my life as a result of what God is doing through this process. We have all loved diving into God’s Word. Each day you will read one chapter from each of ten lists. That’s right -- ten chapters per day!!! Use ten bookmarks or sticky notes with the individual lists on them to keep track of your locations. We have included a page with Professor Horner’s bookmarks with this newsletter.
On day one, you read Matthew 1, Genesis 1, Romans 1, and so forth. On day 2, read Matthew 2, Genesis 2, etc. On day 29, you will have just finished Matthew, so go to Mark 1 on the Gospel list; you’ll also be almost to the end of 2nd Corinthians and Proverbs, you’ll be reading Psalm 29 and Genesis 29, and so forth. When you reach the last chapter of the last book in a list – start over again. Rotate all the way through all the Scriptures
constantly.  Since the lists vary in length, the readings begin interweaving in constantly changing ways. You will NEVER read the same set of ten chapters together again! Every year you’ll read through all the Gospels four times, the Pentateuch twice, Paul’s letters 4-5 times each, the OT wisdom literature six times, all the
Psalms at least twice, all the Proverbs as well as Acts a dozen times, and all the way through the OT History and Prophetic books about 1 ½ times. Since the interweaving is constantly changing, you will experience the Bible commenting on itself in constantly changing ways.  I hope you will take the challenge and make The Word a big part of your daily discipline.
The Ten Lists

List 1 (89 days)

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

List 2 (187 days)

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

List 3 (78 days)

Romans, I&II Cor, Gal, Eph, Phil, Col, 
Hebrews

List 4 (65 days)

I&II Thess, I&II Tim, Titus, Philemon,  

James, I&II Peter, I,II&III John, Jude, 

Revelation

List 5 (62 days)

Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon
List 6 (150 days)

Psalms

List 7 (31 days)

Proverbs

List 8 (249 days)

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I&II Samuel, I&II Kings, I&II Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

List 9 (250 days)

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah,

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

List 10 (28 days)

Acts
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Fulfilling the great commission by serving in our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the Ends of the Earth!
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